Between 2000 and 2007, the area covered by the iconic glaciers of Mount Kilimanjaro shrank by 26%. In addition, the ice thinned rapidly, according to an analysis of aerial photographs and ground measurements by Lonnie Thompson of Ohio State University in Columbus and his colleagues.
One of the ice fields, the Furtwängler (pictured below), halved in thickness -by nearly five metres -between 2000 and 2009 at one drill site. The glaciers now cover just 15% of the area they covered in 1912. The
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Sweet food, short life
Cell Metab. 10, 379-391 (2009) Nematode worms fed on a diet spiked with glucose die about 20% earlier than those consuming just the bacterium Escherichia coli.
Cynthia Kenyon and her colleagues at the University of California, San Francisco, found that dietary glucose inhibits the DAF-16 and HSF-1 proteins, which are known to lengthen nematode lifespan. This in turn lowers the activity of the gene aqp-1, which codes for a glycerol channel, suggesting that glucose shortens lifespan by affecting glycerol metabolism.
Worms consuming glycerol also died Changes in gene expression caused by factors other than variation in the DNA code -'epigenetic' changes -are partly responsible for the mental and physical health problems often associated with stress in early life. Dietmar Spengler and his colleagues at the Max Planck Institute of Psychiatry in Munich, Germany, stressed newborn mice by separating them from their mothers. As adults, the mice secreted abnormally high levels of the stress hormone corticosterone, were less able to cope with stressful situations and had memory impairments. They also had fewer methyl groups attached to the regulatory region for the gene that encodes the hormone vasopressin, a key player in the biochemical pathway that leads to corticosterone release. The reduced methylation resulted in a rise in vasopressin expression.
Nerve repair
earlier. The authors think that the worms metabolize glucose into glycerol, which then initiates life-shortening processes.
researchers predict that, probably owing to global warming, Africa's highest peak will be ice-free by 2033.
